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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Urban 

District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1966,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Allen  for  his  help 
and  cooperation  during  the  past  year. 

G.D.K.  NEEDHAM 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


G.D.K.  NEEDHAM,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Westfield  Walk, 

LEOMINSTER. 

(Telephone:  Leominster  20^9) 


L.  ALLEN,  M.A.P.H.I. , 

Building  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector, 
2,  Mill  Street, 

KINGTON. 

(Telephone:  Kington  202) 
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STATISTICS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 857 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population  1,900 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre 2.2 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  682 

Average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  ..  0.8 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  2.8 

Rateable  Value  £63,838 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £249 


LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

13 

16 

29 

Illegitimate 

3 

— 

3 

16 

16 

32 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population: 


Comparability  factor:  I.13 

Kington  U.D.  (Crude) 

" " (Adjusted) 

England  and  Wales 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 


1966  1965  1964  1963  1962 

16.8  19.3  15.2  16.5  14.3 

18.9  21,8  17.2  18.6  15.5 
17.7  18.0  18.4  18.2  18.0 


Per  cent  of  total  live  births: 


Kington  U.D.  . . ^4 

England  and  Wales  . • * 


Still  Births 


Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate  _ 

Illegitimate  - 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births: 

1966  1965  1964  1963  1962 


Kington  U.D.  Nil  Nil  Nil  31«3  Nil 

England  and  Wales  15.4  15 » 7 16.3  17*2  l8.1 


* figure  not  yet  available 


(5) 


INFANT  DEATH  RATES 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  old 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  - 

Illegitimate  - 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births: 

Kington  IJ.D.  Nj_]_ 

England  and  Wales  . . n . l 

Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  old 

Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate  - - 

Illegitimate  - - 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births: 

Kington  U.D.  . . Nil 

England  and  Wales  e.  12,9 

Perinatal  Mortality 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  old 

Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 


Kington  U.D.  ..  NzQ 

England  and  Wales  ..  26.3 


Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males  Females 


Total 


(6) 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  related  live  births: 


1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

(Total 

Nil 

28.6 

68.9 

64.5 

Nil 

Kington  U.D.  (Legitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

80.0 

68.9 

Nil 

(Illegitimate 

Nil 

230.0 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(Total 

19.0 

19.0 

19.9 

21.1 

21.6 

England  & Wales  (Legitimate 

* 

* 

19.4 

20.8 

21.3 

(Illegitimate 

* 

* 

26.3 

26.0 

27.2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Total  number  of  Maternal 

Deaths 

i • • 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1, 

000  live  and 

still 

births 

• 

Kington  U.D. 

• . Nil 

England  and 

Wales 

• • 0 

.26 

DEATHS 


Males  Females  Total 


Total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes: 27  15  42 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population: 


Comparability  factor:  0.62 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

Kington  U.D.  (Crude) 

22.1 

l6.8 

l4.l 

21.3 

13.8 

" M (Adjusted) 

13.7 

9.9 

9.0 

13.6 

10.5 

England  and  Wales 

11.7 

11.5 

11.3 

12.2 

11.9 

Cancer 

Males 

Females  Total 

Total  deaths  from  Malignant 

Disease : 

7 

4 

11 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated 

mid-year  home  population 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

Kington  U.D. 

5.79 

1.57 

2.09 

3.19 

3.17 

England  and  Wales 

* 

2.23 

2.20 

2.17 

2.18 

Cardio-Vascular  Disease 


Males  Females  Total 


Total  deaths  from  Cardio-Vascular 

Disease : 


13  10  23 


Cardio-Vascular  Disease  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year 

home  population: 


Kington  U.D. 
England  and  Wales 


1966  1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

12.10  10.99 

8.90 

14.89 

7.41 

* 5.95 

5.73 

5.22 

6.14 

* figures  not  yet  available 
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DEATHS 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  Tubo.vcu3.osis) 

Males  Females  Total 


Total  deaths  from  Respiratory 

Disease : 4 

- 

4 

Respiratory  Disease  Death  Rate 

per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home 
population: 

1966  1965 

1964 

1963  1962 

Kington  U.D. 

England  and  Wales 

2.10  2.09 
* 1.41 

1.05 

1.37 

0.33  1.06 

1.71  1.57 

* figure  not  yet  available 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

- 

3 

Malignant  enoplasm,  breast 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

1 

1 

Other  nalignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

1 

5 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

- 

2 

2 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

8 

2 

10 

Other  heart  disease 

4 

5 

9 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

4 

- 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Accidents,  other  than  motor  vehicle 

2 

2 

42 


27 


15 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  - KINGTON  U.D. 


Disease 

1966 

1963 

1964  ! 1963 

! 

1962 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

5 1 - 

— 

Measles 

31 

7 

27  ; 33 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

** 

3 

- 1 1 

1 

Tuberculosis : 

1 

Pulmonary 

- 

1 ! 

- 

N on-Pulmonary 

1 

- 

i 

“ ! 

— 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  - NORTH  HEREFORDSHIRE 


Whooping  Cough 

37 

i 

3 

7° 

29 

i 

13 

Measles 

271 

325 

609 

507 

337 

Scarlet  Fever 

29 

12 

8 

12 

9 

Erysipelas 

4 

3 

2 

3 

5 

Acute  Encephalitis: 

Infective 

2 

- 

I 

2 

2 

Post-Infectious 

" 

- 

1 

2 

Acute  Pneumonia 

9 

3 

8 

15 

Dysentery 

92 

6 

3 

7 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

9 

8 

14 

7 

5 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

- 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

" 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis : 

Pulmonary 

4 

8 

10 

9 

7 

Non-Pulmor.ary 

3 

' 

3 

3 

1 

2 

Malaria  (Contracted 
abroad) 

— 

— 

1 

i 


Non-Pulraonary 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

COMPARATIVE  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease 

North  Here- 
fordshire 

England 
& Wales 

Whooping  Cough 

1.00 

0.40 

Measles 

7-33 

7.15 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.78 

0.44 

Erysipelas 

0.11 

0.03 

Acute  Pneumonia 

0.24 

0.17 

Dysentery 

2.49 

0.44 

Food  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis : 

0.24 

0.09 

Pulmonary 

0.11 

0.26 

Non-Pulmonary 

0.08 

0.04 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males  1 Females 

Males 

Eemales 

Number  on  Register  at 

31st  December,  1965* 

! - 

7 1 6 

- 

New  cases  notified 

i 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Number  on  Register  at 

31st  December,  1966. 

! 

7 6 

1 

1 

Year 

New 

Notifications 

Total  cases 
on  Register 

Deaths 

Recoveries 

1962 

18 

— 

1 

1963 

13 

- 

- 

1964 

1 

13 

- 

- 

1965 

- 

13 

"" 

- 

1966 

1 

14 

- 

- 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  Section  47 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

No  action  needed  to  be  taken  under  this  section  during  the 


year 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  SECTION  OF  REPORT 


Public  Health  Circumstances  and  Inspections 

It  has  been  more  noticeable  than  ever  this  year,  that 
duties  included  under  my  appointment  as  Building  Surveyor  have 
taken  up  more  of  my  time  and  in  addition,  extra  duties  have 
been  included  in  my  work  as  Public  Health  Inspector,  due  to 
increased  legislation  that  has  to  be  implemented;  consequently 
some  routine  inspection  work  has  had  to  be  curtailed. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Source  - spring  at  Crooked  Well,  Kington,  augmented  as 
and  v/hen  needed  from  a nearby  borehole  and  from  a link-up 
with  mains  supplying  the  surrounding  rural  area.  Some 
properties  in  the  outlying  area  continue  to  be  supplied  from 
private  wells  and  springs. 

•Quantity  - has  remained  ample  for  the  needs  of  Kington 
generally.  Properties  in  the  Hergest  Road  area  which  are  fed 
via  a pressure  unit , had  an  intermittent  supply  of  water  on 
several  occasions  when  this  unit  broke  down.  A new  3“  main 
has  now  been  laid  in  the  area,  and  properties  affected  will 
eventually  be  connected  to  same. 

Quality  - This  has  been  satisfactory  with  one  exception. 
The  exception  was  whilst  maintenance  work  was  being  carried  out 
at  the  Crooked  Well  pump  house  when  a sample  was  taken. 

A review  of  the  arrangements  for  chlorinating  the  water  and 
recording  residuals  at  Crooked  Well  has  been  made  since  the 
receipt  of  the  report  of  the  unsatisfactory  sample. 

The  results  of  samples  taken  are  as  follows: 


No.  of  samples  taken 

Results  of  samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

12  from  Mains  supply 

11 

1 

3 from  Private  supplies 

1 

2 

No.  of  houses  supplied  by  public  water  mains  direct  to  house:  657 

No.  of  houses  supplied  by  public  water  mains  by  means  of 

standpipe : 4 

6 


No.  of  houses  supplied  by  private  undertaking: 
No.  of  houses  supplied  by  wells  and  springs: 


8 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Sewage  Disposal  - The  sewage  disposal  plant  (as  described 
in  last  year's  report)  has  continued  to  give  satisfactory  service. 

Samples  of  effluent  - Whilst  no  samples  of  effluent 
discharged  into  the  River  Arrow  from  the  sewage  works  have  been 
taken  by  my  authority,  the  River  Wye  Board  have  been  taking 
regular  samples  of  the  effluent  and  have  forwarded  copies  of 
the  reports  they  have  received.  All  of  these  reports  have  been 
satisfactory. 


Results  of  Samples 


No.  of  samples  taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

6 

6 

Nil 

Drainage  - A letter  was  received  from  the  Wye  River  Authority 
regarding  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  caused  by  the  storm  sew age 
discharge  into  the  River  Arrow  below  the  bridge  at  Bridge  Street, 
Kington.  Plans  had  already  been  drawn  up  for  a new  length  of 
sewer  and  a new  point  of  storm  water  discharge  which  would  comply 
with  the  River  Authority  requirements.  This  work  was  completed 
before  the  end  of  the  year  and  conditions  are  now  satisfactory. 

No.  of  houses  connected  to  the  public  sewer:  5§7 

No.  of  houses  connected  to  a satisfactory  private 

disposal  works : 59 

No.  of  houses  using  chemical  or  pail  closets  .with 

satisfactory  disposal:  29 

No.  of  houses  using  chemical  or  pail  closets  with 

unsatisfactory  disposal:  Nil 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


A weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  has  been  maintained 
from  dwellings  in  the  area.  Business  properties  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  have  their  refuse  collected  twice  weekly.  A side 
loading  vehicle  is  used.  A kerbside  collection  is  operated 
and  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  One  driver/loader  and  one 
loader  is  employed  on  this  vehicle. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  on 
old  sewage  works  contact  beds.  Some  inconvenience  has  been  caused 
to  occupiers  of  one  residence  outside  the  Urban  district  boundary 
from  smoke  due  to  spontaneous  fires  on  this  tip. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  tipping  space , the  Council  made 
application  to  the  Planning  Authority  to  use  a disused  quarry 
on  the  outskirts  of  Kington  as  a tipping  site.  Objections  were 
received  to  this  site  being  used  as  a tip  and  the  Ministry's 
decision  is  awaited.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  conditions 
which  may  be  imposed  on  the  district  council,  coupled  with  the 
cost  of  making  good  the  access  road  to  this  proposed  refuse  tip, 
may  prove  the  venture  too  costly. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  (Continued) 

In  this  event , the  only  foreseeable  alternative  is  for 
the  Council  to  tip  another  layer  of  refuse  (approximately  six 
feet  in  depth)  on  top  of  the  existing  tip.  This  could  be 
carried  out  satisfactorily  and  subject  to  strict  control,  and 
should  have  a possible  life  of  from  two  to  three  years. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  two  swimming  pools  in  Kington.  One  is  an 
outdoor  pool  and  is  sited  in  the  grounds  of  Kington  Bilateral 
School,  whilst  the  other  is  an  indoor  learner  pool  situated  in 
the  grounds  of  Kington  Primary  School. 

Both  of  these  pools  obtain  their  water  from  the  chlorinated 
mains  supply.  They  have  their  own  treatment  and  filtration 
plants  and  regular  daily  checks  are  made  by  their  attendants  to 
ensure  that  there  is  always  a safe  residual  chlorine  in  the  water 
when  the  baths  are  in  use. 

Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  these  pools  and 
submitted  for  analysis.  All  samples  were  found  to  be  highly 
satisfactory. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Existing  facilities  are  sited  as  follows: 

Recreation  Ground  - Ladies  and  Gents,  conveniences. 

Town  Centre  - Ladies  and  Gents,  conveniences. 

In  the  past  these  conveniences  have  been  found  to  be 
adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


A treatment  service  is  provided  by  the  Council  to  both 
business  and  private  premises.  One  of  the  Council's  employees 
acts  as  part-time  rodent  operator. 

Once  again  the  only  major  sources  of  infestation  of  rats 
occurred  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip.  These  were  quickly  and 
efficiently  dealt  with  by  poisoning. 


HOUSING 


Housing  Standards  and  Fitness  - The  standard  of  fitness  of 
houses  throughout  the  urban  district  is  based  on  that  laid  down  in 
Section  4 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957* 

In  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  report  of 
the  sub-committee  on  standards  of  housing  fitness  entitled  "Our 
Older  Homes"  published  in  1966,  doubts  were  expressed  about  the 
uniformity  of  interpretation  of  Section  4,  throughout  the  Country 
as  a whole.  It  was  hoped  that  a new  standard  of  fitness  capable 
of  more  uniform  operation  throughout  the  country  would  have  been 
forthcoming. 
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HOUSING  (Continued) 


Housing  Standards  and  Fitness  (Continued) 

Whilst  houses  in  the  district  are  lacking  some  of  the 
essential  amenities  and  may  be  considered  to  be  below  a 
satisfactory  standard  compared  with  the  existing  council  house 
standard  in  the  district,  they  are  not  unfit.  Every  effort 
is  made  to  encourage  owners  to  bring  these  houses  up  to  the 
*3  point  scale*  or  preferably  the  *3  point  scale*  of  the 
standard  grant,  either  by  correspondence  or  personal  interview. 

A further  11  dwellings  we re  presented  to  the  Council  in 
terms  of  Section  l6  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957*  Undertakings 
not  to  relet  when  the  present  tenants  left  the  dwellings  were 
obtained  from  the  owners  of  these  dwellings  and  accepted  by 
the  Council.  One  of  these  dwellings  has  since  been  vacated. 

Private  Housing  - One  new  dwelling  was  erected  during 
the  year  and  five  dwellings  were  under  construction  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Council  Housing  - By  the  end  of  the  year  a full 
application  in  respect  of  Phase  I of  the  development  at  Gravel 
Hill,  Kington,  had  been  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Planning 
Authority.  This  showed  proposals  for  fortytwo  Council  Houses 
and  included: 


12-3  bedroomed  terrace  houses 

5- 2  bedroomed  terrace  bungalows 

7-1  bedroomed  terrace  bungalows 

6- 2  bedroomed  ground  floor  flats 
12-2  bedroomed  maisonettes 

Tenancy  Allocations  - The  Council  reviewed  their  existing 
policy  for  the  allocation  of  houses  and  adopted  a revised  'points 
scheme*  for  the  selection  of  tenants  of  dwellings  owned  by  the 
Council.  This  points  system  is  to  be  used  as  a guide  in 
allocating  dwellings  to  prospective  tenants,  subject  to  any 
overriding  discretion  or  variation  being  exercised  by  the  Council. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Discretionary  - Although  enquiries  were  received,  once 
again  no  applications  were  made  in  respect  of  discretionary 
improvement  grants. 


Below  are  figures  comparing  the  number  of  discretionary 
grants,  and  amounts  approved,  with  figures  for  previous  years: 


Year: 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

No.  of  grants  approved 

6 

X 

2 

Nil 

, 

Nil 

Amount  of  grants  approved 

£1522 

£90 

. ■ ...  1 

£800 

Nil 

Nil 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  (Continue d ) 

Standard  - Eight  applications  were  received  for 
standard  improvement  grants  to  the  full  standard.  Four  of 
these  applications  were  in  respect  of  grants  to  the  higher 
limit.  They  were  all  approved. 


Year: 

1962 

' 1963 

I 

1964 

1965 

1966 

No.  of  grants  approved 

5 

i 

8 

i 

3 

5 

8 

CARAVAN  SITES 


There  is  only  one  caravan  site  in  the  area.  This  is  for 
an  individual  residential  caravan.  The  site  is  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 


FOOD  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  main  food  premises  in  the  town  can  be  summarised  as 

follows: 


Dairy  i 
Slaughterhouse  l 
Butchers  4 
Bakehouses  2 
Public  Houses  12 
Cafe,  Stores  etc.  20 


Total:  40 


Number  of  inspections  carried  out:  40 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 i Section  l6  - Premises  registered 


under  this  section  are  as  follows: 

Storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  10 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausage  meat  4 

Total:  14 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out:  l4 


During  the  year  one  bakehouse  and  attached  shop  closed 
down,  and  one  grocery  shop  (which  was  also  registered  for  the  sale 
of  pre-packed  ice-cream)  closed  down.  One  new  premises  was 
registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream. 

The  licence  in  respect  of  the  one  small  private  slaughter- 
house was  renewed  for  another  year. 

The  only  dairy  in  the  district  is  licenced  by  the  Hereford- 
shire County  Council. 
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FOOD  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION  (Continued) 

Food  Inspections  - A miscellaneous  collection  of  tinned 
and  other  foodstuffs  were,  inspected  during  the  year  and  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Condemnations  were  made  in  respect  of  this  foodstuff. 

Meat  Inspections  and  Condemnations 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

and  inspected 

8 

100 

Nil 

42 

235 

All  diseases 
except  Tuber- 
culosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Nil 



11 

Nil 

3 

11 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  or 
part  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

The  reason  for  condemnation  of  part  or  organ  of  carcases 
were  mainly  due  to  liver  flukes,  abscesses  and  cysts. 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 

“"Regulations , 19*66 

Market  Hall  - There  is  one  stall  in  the  Market  Hall 
(a  fruiterer  and  greengrocer)  selling  some  open  foods.  He  has 
stated  that  he  intends  providing  a portable  hot  water  supply  unit 
which  would  be  satisfactory.  The  existing  public  conveniences 
are  approximately  J>0  yards  from  this  building. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1965 

It  is  considered  that  duties  in  accordance  with  this 
Act  tie-up  with  other  duties  carried  out  by  a Public  Health 
Inspector,  and  for  this  reason  I have  included  the  under- 
mentioned schedule  listing  the  premises  it  has  been  possible 
to  register  in  the  time  available  to  date. 


Year 

No.  of  applications 

for  registration 

. ...  

j No.  of  premises 
Registered 

No.  of 
Inspections 

1965 

39 

3 

1 

6 

1966 

3 

9 

TOTALS: 

4o 

| 6 

15 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 
FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Inspections 


Number 

Number  of 



011 

Register 

. _ . 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in 
which  Sec. 1,2, 3, 

4 8c  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.A. 

21 

15 

" 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (1) 
in  which  Sec. 7 
is  enforced  by 

L.A. 

2 

1 

